The Cost of Delay:
State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children

Connecticut

CONNECTICUT is a national leader, meeting six of eight policy benchmarks aimed at addressing
children’s dental health needs. The state ranks fourth nationwide on its Medicaid reimbursement rate
to dentists, and improvements in that rate have helped expand children’s access to necessary services.
Children’s access to care has been made easier by the state’s willingness to allow dental hygienists to
provide sealants in schools without requiring a dentist's exam. A team of 10 hygienists, three dentists,

four dental assistants and two dental clerks completed 47,000 dental procedures in Hartford—an

GRADE inner-city school district of 25,000 students—in 2008 alone.' Connecticut fails to meet just two targets:
Despite the success of the Hartford initiative, less than 25 percent of the state’s high-risk schools have

sealant programs in place, and the state does not yet authorize new primary care dental professionals.

HOW BAD IS THE PROBLEM? HOW WELL IS CONNECTICUT RESPONDING?

TOO MANY CHILDREN LACK ACCESSTO DENTAL CARE, MEASURED AGAINST THE NATIONAL BENCHMARK FOR EIGHT POLICY APPROACHES
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Download the full report and explanatory notes by visiting
www.pewcenteronthestates.org/costofdelay.
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