NORTH FROG HOLLOW NRZ

STRATEGIC PLAN


CONTEXT

T
he North Frog Hollow Neighborhood Revitalization Zone (NRZ) officially formed on August 10, 2000.  Together with the Frog Hollow South NRZ, it stemmed from the efforts of a group of neighborhood residents involved with Hartford Areas Rally Together (HART), social service providers, non-profit housing development corporations, merchant representatives, and officials of the City of Hartford.  These individuals met for many years to address issues and concerns facing Frog Hollow.  Their efforts led to completion of a number of studies and grant applications targeted at revitalizing the neighborhood (See Appendix A).  In the 1990s, a Frog Hollow Problem Solving Committee was formed to address public safety issues, and it worked with the Hartford Police Department to reduce crime and address quality-of-life concerns.  In 1995, the Connecticut State Legislature adopted “An Act Establishing a Neighborhood Revitalization Process”. Thereafter, the City of Hartford Court of Common Council unanimously passed a resolution endorsing the establishment of Neighborhood Revitalization Zones in the City, and directed the City Manager to facilitate the planning process. The municipal resolution is attached as Appendix B. The NRZs grew out of the problem solving committee, as well as other committees formed by concerned citizens of the neighborhood; they represent the culmination of years of efforts made by and on behalf of the citizens of all of Frog Hollow.  The by-laws and membership list for the North Frog Hollow Neighborhood Revitalization Committee are included in Appendix C.

The boundaries of the North Frog Hollow NRZ (shown on page 5) were determined in part by the historic boundaries of the neighborhood and in part by the formation of the Frog Hollow South NRZ.  I-84 forms the western boundary of the neighborhood, and most of the western sector of the NRZ is occupied by Pope Park.  The northern boundary of the NRZ runs along I-84 from Hamilton Street to Flower Street, then southerly along Flower Street to Capitol Avenue, then easterly along Capitol Avenue to Washington Street.  The eastern boundary of the NRZ is Washington Street, running southward to Ward Street.  The southern border is slightly more complicated than the other three borders; from the west, it runs along Hamilton Street, turns north along Zion Street for two blocks, and then continues east along Ward Street until it reaches Washington Street.  The remainder of Frog Hollow south of Ward Street and Hamilton Street is part of the Frog Hollow South NRZ.

The North Frog Hollow neighborhood is a compact residential area bisected by major north-south (Broad Street) and east-west (Park Street) transportation corridors.  The area east of Broad and north of Park, once residential, has experienced extensive conversion to professional offices, particularly by attorneys wanting to be close to the court facilities on Lafayette and Washington Streets.  The area west of Broad Street is more neighborhood-oriented.  It contains most of the neighborhood’s residential stock, two elementary schools, and a firehouse.  Capitol Avenue and Washington Street, both major roadways to the Capitol and downtown areas, are office –oriented, including a number of state office and judicial buildings.  Because these facilities have inadequate parking, neighborhood streets are filled with cars belonging to workers and visitors associated with these uses.  Because of its location relative to these arterial roadways, the neighborhood has several gateways by which residents, visitors, and commuters access the neighborhood or derive their perception of the state of the neighborhood.  The condition of key intersections (e.g. Broad and Ward, Park and Park Terrace, Zion and Ward) establishes the sense of place for both residents and non-residents.  At present they convey a sense of deterioration and marginalism – symptomatic of the conditions the NRZ was established to overcome.
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