NORTH FROG HOLLOW NRZ

STRATEGIC PLAN


Current Development Initiatives

The Park-Squire-Wolcott Street Project

A
 1.74 acre project area that is the subject of a Redevelopment Plan approved by the Hartford Redevelopment Agency in 1989 and remaining in force for a period of thirty years commencing on the date of approval by the Court of Common Council.  Since its original approval in 1989, the Plan has been revised to accommodate more recent development needs.  The Plan allows for affordable infill residential development and housing rehabilitation, including homeownership and rental units, as well as retail/commercial development along the Park Street frontage.  In 1998, Park Squire Associates Partnership (comprised of La Casa de Puerto Rico, Inc and Broad Park Development Corporation) was named redeveloper for 23 residential units, 8,000 square feet of commercial and 2,000 square feet of office space under the provisions of the Plan.  SAMA will market the commercial use.

Lawrence/Grand Street Project

A 7.29 acre, 6 block Redevelopment Agency project area for which a Redevelopment Plan was approved by the Court of Common Council on April 11, 1994.  The primary goal of the Redevelopment Plan is to revitalize a historic neighborhood through residential rehabilitation to provide homeownership opportunities and rental units, and demolition of buildings in poor condition to allow provision of amenities such as a community center, recreation areas, parking and community gardens.  This Plan will remain in effect until April 11, 2024.

The Park-Broad Street Project – Lyric Theatre Block
This Redevelopment Plan, approved by the Court of Common Council on April 11, 1994, involves a one-block area on the south side of Park Street between Wolcott Street and Broad Street, including three properties on Broad Street.  This block is located in the center of the highly successful Park Street retail/commercial corridor and includes the badly deteriorated Lyric Theater building.  The Redevelopment Plan provides for the creation of off-street parking at the rear of retail properties on Park Street, two mixed use and one residential building on Park Street.  Rehabilitation of several buildings is also included in the Plan.
Park Ward Zion Housing Project

A joint project by the Broad Park Development Corporation, Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (SINA) and Mutual Housing to acquire properties for rehabilitation or construction of infill housing in order to create homeownership opportunities.

Mortson Putnam Heights Housing

The Mortson Putnam Ventures LP (comprised of Broad Park Development Corporation, the Corporation for Independent Living, Milano Corporation and the Greater Hartford Realty Management Corporation) is using the proceeds from the sale of $1.5 million of Historic Homes Rehabilitation Tax Credits to restore 19 vacant and abandoned buildings to owner-occupied single and two family townhouses.  This is the first project to use the Historic Homes tax credit program, created by the Connecticut General Assembly in 1999.

Cityscape Homeownership Zone

A strategic neighborhood revitalization effort to offer new and renovated two-family homes to first-time homeowners.  Offered by Pope Park Zion LLC, a partnership of SINA, Broad Park Development Corporation and the Mutual Housing Association of Greater Hartford, the Cityscape program includes low down payments and down payment assistance, favorable mortgage terms, home buyer education and membership in a Home Owners Association.  It involves demolition and new construction of homes in the residential areas south of Park Street.

Hillside/Park Terrace Housing Rehabilitation

Mutual Housing and Pope Park Associates undertaking rehabilitation of units in a one block area overlooking Pope Park.

Pope Park Improvements

A phased capital improvements plan to recapture abandoned parts of the park, develop the park for a greater diversity of uses (such as group activities and a community center) while preserving passive uses and the historic landscape, and on-going maintenance and enhancement improvements to existing facilities.

Zion – York Housing Project

The proposal is for the rehabilitation of residential buildings fronting the two block area along Zion Street from Park Street to Ward Street.

Solomon Building

The proposal is for the rehabilitation of this Park Street building for re-use by Mi Casa Family Services & Educational Center, Inc. Mi Casa will locate its administrative office there and its Neighborhood Youth Center. The project primarily uses bond financing for its purchase and rehabilitation. Upon completion, Mi Casa will purchase the property from SINA.

Sanchez School Playground

The project entails the construction of a playground for the school.

Park Street Improvements

The project includes the construction of bump-outs at selected intersections, brick pavers and street paving, and other street amenities.

The Park Street Special Services District (SSD) was approved by the Hartford Court of Common Council on April 22, 2002 and was established on June 18, 2002 by a referendum of the taxable property owners within the boundaries of the district.  The SSD is a special taxation district.  The SSD is a corporate entity that can provide services and capital improvements within the district.  The Board of Commissioners of the SSD was established on July 16, 2002.

State Juvenile Detention Center

Expansion of the JDC at 920 Broad Street on land area in the interior of the lot and adjacent to residential uses.

Capital Improvements

Recent Capital Improvement Program projects in North Frog Hollow include drainage, playing field, and bathhouse renovations and pool replacement at Pope Park and Park Street road improvements.  Projects scheduled in the Adopted 2001-2006 program include signalization of the Washington/Ward intersection and reconstruction of Broad Street.

Park River South Project

A United States Department of Agriculture/Natural Resources Conservation Service project.  The proposal would reclaim the South Branch of the Park River for public open space and link with Pope Park.
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