

Current Proposals

Outlined below are the most notable development proposals that are either in the planning stages or underway in the Upper Albany NRZ:

· Edgewood Street Improvements Plan – Residential project focusing on reducing the density, increasing homeownership opportunities and improving the quality of life on Edgewood Street between Homestead and Albany Avenues.  The plan (1995) proposes to reduce the overall number of residential units on this block from 151 to 122 by reconfiguring existing structures to provide larger units with 4 to 5 bedrooms each or razing structures and replacing them with fewer units per structure.  Off-street parking and open space are to be provided wherever possible.  The Upper Albany Revitalization Zone Organization has requested that Edgewood Street be closed at the Albany Avenue end as a crime-fighting measure and in order to allow new commercial development on Albany Avenue (see Edgewood/Cabot shopping mall development proposal).

· Commercial Development Proposal (Edgewood/Cabot) – Proposal to assemble 8 properties to create a 1.2 acre ( site for construction of a commercial retail center to possibly accommodate mid-size grocery, bank and pharmacy.  One of the developers currently owns 5 of the properties.  Estimated project cost (1998) $2 million; $40,000 in Urban Act funds requested in July 1998.

· Enfield Street Initiative – a City-initiated strategy being launched in cooperation with Upper Albany, Northeast and Clay Arsenal NRZs to comprehensively address quality of life issues in a selected target area on Enfield Street bounded by Mather Street and Capen Street.  The plan focuses on coordinating City services and programs with those of area organizations to address public safety, human services, infrastructure and redevelopment needs in the area.  A plan outlining strategies in these areas of focus has been prepared and presented to representatives of the NRZs.

· Route 44 Improvement Plan (Capital Region Council of Governments – Plan includes streetscape improvements on Albany Avenue (sidewalks, brick edging, trees, landscaping, and bollards to control illegal parking on sidewalks); traffic calming along side streets as appropriate (e.g. street closing, speed bumps/humps, reducing street widths, increased police enforcement and speed watch programs); transit improvements (new bus shelters, better bus locations, improved corner radii, installation of concrete bus pads to better define stop locations); traffic signal timing adjustments; closing/combining use of existing driveways to provide access management; restriping of Albany Avenue to one lane in each direction with a left turn lane at each signalized intersection; and roadway improvements to correct drainage problems, improve the intersections at Bloomfield Avenue, Homestead Avenue, Belden Street and Main Street, and widen the road between Blue Hills Avenue and Woodland Street to provide parking in front of the library.

· Sigourney/Homestead Redevelopment Plan – Adopted by the Court

of Common Council on June 22, 1998 (and remains in effect for 20 years) this Redevelopment Plan is the Upper Albany part of the Tri-neighborhood (Upper Albany, Clay Arsenal and Asylum Hill) initiative to redevelopment mixed use areas in the vicinity of Sigourney Street north and south of the railroad.  The Plan calls for expansion of the neighborhood business  zone on the north side of Homestead Avenue to include two properties on the east side of Edgewood Street and demolition of three structures to create a disposition parcel suitable for neighborhood business redevelopment; and acquisition of all properties in the project area south of Homestead Avenue to create two disposition parcels in areas zoned for commercial development.

However, a list of city-owned properties (including Redevelopment Agency properties) does not include any of the properties designated for acquisition under this plan.

· Irving Street Initiative – Part of the Upper Albany Collaborative’s Housing Rehabilitation Initiative that includes a three phase approach: (1) Resell abandoned properties in a street-by-street sequence, (2) Improve occupied structures and, (3) Provide landscaping and streetscaping to all others.  The Irving Street segment is the first street to be targeted.  There are five abandoned structures (2 and 3 family homes).  One has been acquired and the UAC has acquired tax liens of the other four.

Main Street Program  - Albany Avenue between Westbourne Parkway and Irving Street was designated as a Main Street Program Area in July 2000.  This preservation-based economic development program that assists in developing a strong local management team to market and manage a designated commercial area through public/private partnerships.  Revitalization strategies to be developed revolve around design, organization, promotion and economic restructuring.

The following three proposals, although immediately outside the Upper  Albany NRZ, will have instant impact on our neighborhood and will present opportunities to work cooperatively with adjacent NRZ committees.
· Veeder Place Project – Renovation of the 230,000 s.f. former Veeder Root plant (located on Sergeant Street in the Asylum Hill neighborhood) was intended to create jobs in the area and act as a catalyst for other improvements in the area.   Renovation complete, several tenants occupying space, extensive marketing effort underway by owner in conjunction with the Department of Economic and Community Development, and the Connecticut Economic Resource Center to attract additional tenants. Giftcorp gourmet food and gift basket operation recently moved into 25,000 square foot building.

· Intersection Improvements at Walnut Street/Garden Street/Homestead Avenue – City of Hartford project to realign Homestead Avenue to create a direct connection to Walnut Street and a landscaped area to serve as a southern gateway to the Upper Albany neighborhood.  Project has gone to bid and a contractor selected.  Construction is expected to begin Spring 2000!

· Thomas Cadillac Site – University of Hartford completed due diligence in November 2000 and is proceeding on evaluating the feasibility of constructing a new music/performing arts school.    The University has publicly stated its commitment to adjunct neighborhoods and its willingness to complement not compete with the Artists Collective.  
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