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We Are Ready to Go!

N
ever has the time been so right for something positive to happen in our Upper Albany Neighborhood.  Although we recognize that we must face a number of hurdles head-on, we now have residents, institutions, and organizations committed to doing things together.  We have a recognized mechanism, the Neighborhood Revitalization Zone (NRZ) designation, to help us spring into action.  Before this designation is granted, however, we need to determine a course of action.  The preparation of this Strategic Plan is the first step.

In many ways, this Plan touches on the breadth of what we want to accomplish throughout the neighborhood although the NRZ designation may not give us all the tools we will be needing in the future.

This is why the cooperation between organizations and institutions is so critical.  The neighborhood continues to benefit from The Upper Albany Collaborative, The Urban League, the Albany Avenue Merchants Association, The University of Hartford and St. Francis Hospital, to name a few.  Our neighborhood is now home to the Artists Collective, a 30-year old institution promoting training and educational programs in the performing arts and support and sponsorship of culturally enriched performances. Most recently, a section of Albany Avenue became part of the Connecticut Main Street Program, which will assist us in addressing overall commercial revitalization and stimulating private investment.  

As a neighborhood, we must comprehensively tackle economic, physical, and social deterioration.  The Upper Albany Revitalization Zone Organization (UARZO) will help us get started.  Through the Neighborhood Revitalization Zone process, we have brought people together, we have identified our assets and challenges, and now we must act.

Members of our community have definite ideas on how to improve the neighborhood and the quality of life for themselves and our neighbors.  We possess a strong desire for a safer and more vital environment, a goal to be pursued with coordination and support from UARZO and other community-based organizations, and with positive investments from inside and outside the community.  Together we will transform our Upper Albany neighborhood into a neighborhood of choice; the mission to guide all of our efforts throughout the neighborhood and a goal the NRZ designation will help us achieve.

UPPER ALBANY NEIGHBORHOOD … 
A NEIGHBORHOOD OF CHOICE












     









 




Upper Albany will become a neighborhood of choice: offering a quality of life to all of its residents by welcoming cultural density, providing the necessary services to those in need, maintaining stable residential areas free of crime and blight, and encouraging compatible development that will provide jobs as well as serve our residents.
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